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A popular commentary on the whole Bible, to be published in one 
volume at a low price, is in process of preparation under the editorship of 
Rev. J. R. Dummelow, M.A. Leading English, Scotch, and American 
scholars — among the latter Professor Stevens and Professor Sanders, of 
Yale, will write upon the several books. The work is to be published at 
Oxford. 

The American Bible Society is in serious financial straits, due chiefly 
to the falling off in receipts from legacies. The contributions from the 
churches have not decreased, but the loss from the source named is suffi- 
cient to cause alarm to the society's friends. A special appeal has been 
made for additional gifts from persons of large means, as well as from the 
churches. 

A revised edition of The Twentieth Century New Testament has been 
issued by the Fleming H. Revell Co., in one volume. The earlier edition 
was described as tentative. Since its publication over 200,000 copies 
have been sold. The work called forth a large amount of criticism, favor- 
able and adverse, and the anonymous translators have taken advantage 
of this to improve their rendering in many particulars. The present 
edition is regarded as a final one. 

It is proposed to establish a Methodist college to be known as the 
Wesleyan College, at Urbana, 111., in close proximity to the University 
of Illinois. This college is to be after the general type of the denomina- 
tional colleges at Oxford and Cambridge in England and at Toronto. 
The main purpose of the college would be to provide a home for Methodist 
students who are studying at the university, and probably also to provide 
religious instruction of a high grade. 

The Young People's Missionary Movement, which is under the inter- 
denominational body, plans to have a conference for young people's leaders 
at Silver Bay, Lake George, N. Y., July 1-30. The first half of each day 
will be spent in devotional Bible-study, under the direction of Bishop 
James M. Thoburn, to be followed by discussion of various study classes 
and addresses. The afternoon will be devoted to recreation, and the 
evening to denominational group meetings. 
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The Hartford School of Religious Pedagogy, formerly the Bible Normal 
College, has issued a leaflet describing its work, its relation with the Hartford 
Theological Seminary, and various other matters of interest to those who 
are thinking of taking up the work it offers. It is gratifying to notice from 
this leaflet that graduates from the school are of all denominations, and 
are engaged in all forms of religious work; they are to be found in India, 
China, Japan, Africa, Alaska, Micronesia, Malaysia, Hawaii, Turkey, 
Mexico, and England, in sixteen states of this country and in six provinces 
of Canada There is an encouraging demand for persons thus specially 
trained for religious service. 

Christian work among the Japanese soldiers in Manchuria, as con- 
ducted by the Young Men's Christian Association, has proved a notable 
success. In this, as in many other emergencies, the International Com- 
mittee has proved itself an efficient agency for certain forms of religious 
effort that are impracticable for the missionary organizations of any single 
denomination, or even by co-operation among several denominations. 
The Japanese work is carried on largely by Japanese secretaries, with the 
supervision and assistance of men from this country, under the charge of 
the International Committee. About $20,000 will be the expense for 1905. 
Contributions for this cause may be sent to Mr. F. B. Schenck, treasurer, 
3 West Twenty-ninth Street, New York. 

Announcement was made early in February of the award of the prizes 
offered by Miss Helen Gould for the best essay on the subject, "The Origin 
and History of the Bible as Approved by the Roman Catholic Church, and 
the Origin and History of the American Revised Version of the English 
Bible." The competition was open to men and women of all creeds and 
in all countries. From the 255 essays submitted, that written by Rev. 
William Thomas Whitley, a Baptist minister of Preston, England, received 
the first prize of $1,000. To Rev. Gerald Hamilton Beard, Ph.D., recently 
pastor of the College Street Congregational Church, Burlington, Vt., and 
now at Yale University, was awarded the second prize of $500, the third 
of $250 going to Charles B. Dalton, a New York school-teacher. 

Those planning to visit Palestine the coming season will be interested 
in the information that the Turkish government has constructed a railroad 
from ed-Dera'a (Edri) to Damascus. This line parallels the road from 
Mezerib to Damascus, but runs through a much more interesting region 
of the Haraun. At ed-Dera'a there are to be a large station and a hotel. 
The line runs south to the edge of the Arabian Desert. Petra can be 
reached by a day's journey. Some of the finest ruins in eastern Palestine 
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are also now made easily accessible. As yet it requires a special permit 
from the authorities to ride upon the road, but it is to be hoped that this 
liberty will be increased. With this line and that from Haifa to Beisan 
it is now possible to visit most of the interesting sights in eastern Palestine 
which hitherto have been hardly within the reach of the ordinary tourist. 

The Student Bible Study Department of the International Young 
Men's Christian Associations is authority for the statement that 25,260 
students were enrolled in voluntary Bible-study classes during the last 
college year. This is 9,270 more than in 1903, and 23,260 more than in 
1890. The largest enrolments are in the following institutions: 

West Point 260 University of Illinois 550 

Annapolis 145 Cornell 235 

Iowa State College 575 Oberlin 240 

Princeton 366 University of Missouri 300 

Yale 400 University of Toronto 360 

Twenty institutions in North America expect to have 500 students each 
in systematic Bible-study the present college year. 



